“When I heard the Learn’d Astronomer”
Walt Whitman
	WHEN I heard the learn’d astronomer;
	 

	When the proofs, the figures, were ranged in columns before me;
	 

	When I was shown the charts and the diagrams, to add, divide, and measure them;
	 

	When I, sitting, heard the astronomer, where he lectured with much applause in the lecture-room,
	 

	How soon, unaccountable, I became tired and sick;
	

	Till rising and gliding out, I wander’d off by myself,
	 

	In the mystical moist night-air, and from time to time,
	 

	Look’d up in perfect silence at the stars.
	


Answer the following questions in complete sentences on your own paper.

1. How would you say astronomers generally understand and describe the stars?  What specific words and phrases does the speaker use to characterize that way of understanding the stars?

2. What effect does the astronomer’s lecture have upon the speaker?  How exactly does he seem to feel, and how exactly does he describe his departure from the room and his subsequent actions?
3. Why do you think the speaker use gliding instead of walking in line 6?
4. Which discipline do you think better presents and captures the mystery and awe of the universe: science or poetry? Why?

5. How does this poem illustrate the difference between The Age of Reason and American Romanticism? 
