English Three – Mr. McElroy / Mr. Kenny



Email – jmcelroy@muhsd.org
Course Description:  Welcome to Junior English!  This year we will focus on American literature from the past to the present.   All of the work we do will be aligned to Common Core Standards.   
 What are the standards?  The standards are the skills and knowledge that the state of California expects each student to learn and know.  These skills and knowledge covers vocabulary, writing, and reading comprehension as well as specific work skills.

Why do I care about the standards? The knowledge and skills imparted by the standards will help you succeed in life today and in all of your future plans.  You must pass English 3 in order to graduate from high school.  In order to pass this class you are required to complete assignments and pass tests to show you have learned the skills and knowledge laid out in the California standards. 

Classroom Rules: All school policies as listed in your agenda will be enforced –  Please note the consequences for using your cell phone during school hours.
1.Respect Yourself - Have regular daily attendance. Be on time, in your seat daily  (The school tardy policy will be strictly enforced!). Come prepared with all required materials (textbook, blue/black pen, paper, notebook)

2.  Respect Others – THIS IS A HATE FREE ZONE.  Show respect for the teacher (i.e.. listen quietly to instructions). Demonstrate appropriate behavior - appropriate language, focused on task, supportive of others. Have respect for the property and personal space of others.

3.  Respect for School - Have respect for your classroom and for school property. Observe both classroom rules and school rules.

4. Adhere to the CLASSROOM CONTRACT for your class period at all times!!!
Grading:  Completing all work assigned is essential to being successful in my class as well as regular attendance and a positive attitude.  Grades will be given for the completion of all homework assignments, classroom work, and participation.  You or your parent may check your grade, class schedule, and/or attendance at any time by logging on to the school website and using the Aeries program.  Excessive absences and disruptive behavior negatively effects the learning process and consequently will result in your grade being lowered.  The grading scale is as follows:

(100 - 90%) A      (89 - 80%) B       (79 - 70%) C     (69 - 60%) D       (59 - 0%) F

Homework/Makeup work:  Use my teacher website on the Merced High Web Page to see your assignments, test dates, and get useful handouts to help you succeed. Homework is due the first five minutes of class.  I DO NOT ACCEPT LATE WORK!  If you are absent you have two days from the day you return to class to make up any work missed.  If an assignment was given before you were absent it is due upon your return to class.  It is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find out what you missed and make it up on time!!   

If you have any questions or need any assistance please see me the last five minutes of class or email me and I will contact you as soon as possible.  I will be glad to arrange a convenient time for us to meet for tutorial assistance or a conference.

_____________________________________________________________________________

Sign and return this portion  - I have read the rules and grading policy for Mrs. Chiesa's English Three class

Student Name ______________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Name (Print) __________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature ____________________________________________

MHS English Department 

Academic Honesty Policy

As members of an academic community, students and faculty have the responsibility to foster and maintain Academic Honesty.  Academic dishonesty is a serious violation of the trust upon which an academic community depends.  Examples of academic dishonesty follow.

Plagiarism/Copying- The definition of plagiarize is “to steal or pass off (the ideas or words of another) as one’s own without crediting the source” (Websters 877). In addition, any unauthorized collaboration, working with or receiving help from others on graded assignments without the specific approval of the instructor, is considered cheating. More specifically, copying from another student’s assignment or letting someone copy your assignment (whether it’s word-for-word or partially copied) is a violation of the English Department Academic Honesty Policy as well as against the MHS policy and California Ed Code 48900. 

Other forms of violation of the Academic Honesty Policy include the following:

· Obtaining an examination prior to its administration

· Using  unauthorized aid during an examination  (ADD an before unauthorized)

· Looking at a book or backpack 

· Having materials or information on the desk or within sight

· Knowingly assisting someone else during an examination

· Talking during an examination

· Helping another student cheat on an exam or assignment unless the instructor

has made it clear that the assignment is a partner/group assignment

Ignorance of these standards will not be considered a valid excuse or defense.  If a student is ever in doubt about an issue of academic honesty, or has any hesitation about a contemplated course of action, the student should consult with his or her instructors, their counselor, or associate principal.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
(Please detach bottom portion and return to teacher)
ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY
Penalties/Consequences for violating the MHS English Department Academic Honesty Policy:


1.   Each student involved in the incident (regardless of his/her role) will receive an F (0) points.


2.   Each student involved in the incident will be given a referral.


3.   No alternative assignment will be given to replace the points lost.
Signing this document indicates that parent/guardian and student understand the Merced High School English Department Academic Honesty Policy and the consequences of violating any of the standards described in the policy.
 Parent/Guardian   ________________________________________________     date  ______________
 Student   ​​​​​​​________________________________________________________      date   _____________
