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Name ________________________________________________ 
  Period _________  
Introduction

I. The Hook

Write the hook for your paper, which may be a fitting direct quote from one of your sources. This will need to make sense as the beginning of a paper, so choose wisely. You MUST document it at the end and put quotation marks around it if it’s a quotation so you are not plagiarizing! Otherwise, a general statement or situation will work. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. The Link

If you used a quotation for your hook, explain it here in a smooth transition between your hook and thesis. Do not write “This quote means…” or any other version of that statement. Instead, reference the quote indirectly, like: Barnstead implies… You will also want another sentence or two to explain any background information and to narrow and define your aspect of the topic. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III. The Thesis

This is the guiding sentence for your paper.  It should be a statement that takes a stance on your topic and answers your research question. Your reader should be able to disagree with your statement, and your evidence/research should support your statement.  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Use the following checklist as you complete your introduction:
___________ 1. A Powerful Beginning: Begin with something that will catch your reader’s attention (without confusing him/her). Your 

audience should be hooked at this point—they should want to continue reading.
___________ 2. Purpose: Make it evident that your essay is to inform the audience of your topic.  Why should they care about your topic?


___________ 3. Scope: Briefly discuss the components you plan to discuss in your paper.


___________ 4. Background Information: Pretend as though the audience is not familiar with any aspect of your topic.  What information is 
absolutely essential for them to know prior to reading the rest of your essay? 
___________ 5. State your thesis statement or main purpose for writing your essay.

The Body of the Paper TBDABDAT FORMAT
An effective body paragraph should have about 8-15 sentences.  For your evidence, you will use information from your sources.  

I. Topic Sentence:

a. You need to clearly establish the topic of the paragraph in the first sentence of the paragraph. You, however, need to avoid using simple transitions such as first, second, etc. Clearly state what aspect of the topic you are presenting—but DO NOT USE FIRST OR SECOND PERSON!!! Don’t write: I’m going to discuss the first cause of the genocide in Sudan.
II. Background
a. Say everything you have to say to prepare the reader for the quote or evidence.  Introduce the context, speaker, or important information to direct your reader.
III. Detail (Evidence)
a. Find evidence to prove your argument.   

i. If it’s a quote, frame the quote.  Here are three examples in bold:

1. Smith writes, “------------------“

2. Anderson, an animal rights activist, says, “------------“

3. In contrast, Manson states, “------------------“

ii. Cite the evidence in MLA format.

1. At the end of the paraphrasing or quote write the author’s name and the page number (if it’s a book) where you found the quote. 
       Example:  Jane says, “Hey, guys” (Jones 95).

2. If you got the quote from a database source and there’s no author name, just write the first word of the title  

         Example from an article called “Life of Jane”:  
 



         Jane says, “Hey guys” (“Life”).

3. If the whole paragraph comes from one source, AND you have no direct quotes, then you only have to document once at the end of the paragraph. 

IV. Analysis
a. Remember: Analysis can not be done in less than TWO sentences!

i. What does that quote literally mean?

1. PARAPHRASE IT!

ii. What does that quote or event show?

1. WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?

2. HOW DOES IT HELP MAKE YOUR POINT?

IF YOU ARE PRESENTING MORE THAN ONE PIECE OF EVIDENCE IN THIS PARAGRAPH, REPEAT STEPS II, III, AND IV BEFORE WRITING A TIE-BACK!
V. Tie-Back (Conclusion/Transition statement): You need only one sentence as a transition, but try to find a link between the paragraph you just finished and the one you want to move on to. Consider transition words (other than first, second, third, etc) to drive this sentence. 
This outline includes three body paragraphs to get you started.
For an A or B paper, you will need more than three body paragraphs.

PARAGRAPH #1

I. Topic Sentence:

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Background
Give me everything I need to understand the evidence you are about to present (who, what, when, where, why)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III. Detail (Evidence) – Include citation information
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
IV. Analysis
a. Paraphrase the Quote
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Explain how the quote supports YOUR argument
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
V. Background

Give me everything I need to understand the evidence you are about to present (who, what, when, 
where, why)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VI. Detail (Evidence) – Include citation information

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VII. Analysis
a. Paraphrase the Quote

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Explain how the quote supports YOUR argument

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VIII. Tie-Back (Conclusion/Transition statement): You need only one sentence as a transition, but try to find a link between the paragraph you just finished and the one you want to move on to. Consider transition words (other than first, second, third, etc) to drive this sentence. 

PARAGRAPH #2

I. Topic Sentence:

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Background
Give me everything I need to understand the evidence you are about to present (who, what, when, where, why)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III. Detail (Evidence) – Include citation information
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
IV. Analysis

a. Paraphrase the Quote
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Explain how the quote supports YOUR argument
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
V. Background

Give me everything I need to understand the evidence you are about to present (who, what, when, 
where, why)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VI. Detail (Evidence) – Include citation information

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VII. Analysis
a. Paraphrase the Quote

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Explain how the quote supports YOUR argument

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VIII. Tie-Back (Conclusion/Transition statement): You need only one sentence as a transition, but try to find a link between the paragraph you just finished and the one you want to move on to. Consider transition words (other than first, second, third, etc) to drive this sentence. 

PARAGRAPH #3

I. Topic Sentence:

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Background
Give me everything I need to understand the evidence you are about to present (who, what, when, where, why)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III. Detail (Evidence) – Include citation information
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
IV. Analysis

a. Paraphrase the Quote
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Explain how the quote supports YOUR argument
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
V. Background

Give me everything I need to understand the evidence you are about to present (who, what, when, 
where, why)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VI. Detail (Evidence) – Include citation information

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VII. Analysis
a. Paraphrase the Quote

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Explain how the quote supports YOUR argument

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VIII. Tie-Back (Conclusion/Transition statement): You need only one sentence as a transition, but try to find a link between the paragraph you just finished and the one you want to move on to. Consider transition words (other than first, second, third, etc) to drive this sentence. 

The Conclusion:
Your conclusion should:

· Be 6-8 sentences

· Include a brief summary of your essay’s main points

· NOT include any NEW information (should all be reflection on what has already been stated)

·  Focus on three of the MAIN points of your essay.  Ask yourself what you want your readers to take with them.  What are the overarching themes of your essay?

· Restate the main idea of your essay, or your thesis statement

I. General statement about your topic and your stance on the topic
Come up with a general statement about your topic, restating key aspects from your thesis statement. However, do not simply copy your thesis statement. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
II. Predict the future/the impact of your topic

Give a general statement about the future of your topic, based on the research that you found. Which aspects of your topic do you believe will most positively contribute to the world’s future? How can people possibly be influenced or learn from your topic? Make sure you DO NOT USE FIRST OR SECOND PERSON HERE!!!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
III. Witty Statement or Powerful Ending
Choose a statement that ends your paper with a “bang!” and makes sense as the end of the paragraph. This may be a dynamic quote from a source which you MUST COMMENT on, or it could be a general statement from your perspective, again, avoiding first and second person pronouns. This quote or statement should work well with the previous sentence that you wrote. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Works Cited 
This page will be on its own page and will include all sources, as well as your two interviews AND any other sources you have used.
Creating your works cited page

Using the source sheets that you created, create your Works Cited page (as demonstrated below).  

· Your Works Cited page should be in alphabetical order

· Each of your in-text citations should correlate with a source on your Works Cited page. 

· Your Works Cited page should be properly cited in MLA format. 

For formatting, refer to the OWL Purdue site here: 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_formatting_and_style_guide.html
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Attach your Works Cited page to the back side of your essay pri Rememberany source that is cited within your essay MUST in y
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